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You Can Create Better 
Nonprofit Annual Reports 

The webinar will begin at 3:30 p.m. EDT 
 

    
Presenter: Mazarine Treyz 
Facilitator: Mike Preston 

 
 
 
 
 

Presenter: Mazarine Treyz, Author of The Wild Woman's 
Guide to Fundraising 
 Tweet today #npreports @wildwomanfund 
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About the presenter 
Mazarine Treyz 
 
Has made some pretty good annual 
reports and some real stinkers and 
she will share with you what she's 
learned about making a good one! 
 
She co-founded a nonprofit called 
the Moon Balloon Project in 2005, 
and has fundraised for national, 
international and small nonprofits. 
Author of three 5-star rated books 
 
Mazarine Treyz loves to help 

people write better fundraising 
materials and make their cause 
more urgent to donors 

Have you ever worked on an annual report? 
 
a) Yes, lots of times! 
 
b) Yes, once or twice 
 
c) Making my first one now 
 
d) No 

Poll Question 1 
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Have you had any design training? 
 
a) Yes 
 
b) No 
 
c) I read a book once 

Poll Question 2 

What are some of your issues with your annual report? 
 
a) How do I design it? 
 
b) Should I create an online version? 
 
c) How do I get it printed cheaply? 
 
d) How do I use it for fundraising? 
 
e) All of the above 

Poll Question 3 
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What You'll Learn Today 

 
   Typography and what it says about your nonprofit 
 
   Graphic design tips to help you look like you hired a designer 
(even if you didn’t!) 
 
    Designing annual reports from a fundraising perspective 
 
    What to include and what to leave out in your annual report 
 
    Graphic design resources and inspiration 
 

Join Us for Advanced Nonprofit Annual Reports 
for Print & Web (May 27th) 

 
 

Specifically, we’ll delve into these 
advanced annual report issues: 

 
 Annual report covers: trends in 

graphic and magazine design-
what’s next? 

 
 How can you make your annual 

report work for your fundraising? 
 
 Getting more major donors 

through making financial 
transparency fun 
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Annual Report Typography:  
What it says about your nonprofit 

Typography Defined 
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Why should you care about typography? 

1) Readability 
 

2) Professionalism 
 
3) Effective 
Communication 
 

Readability 

From Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County 
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Readability 

From Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County 

Professionalism 
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Professionalism 

Effective Communication 

From Chapel Hill Meals on Wheels 
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Effective Communication 

Design Tips 

You'll look like you hired a designer 

1) You can't build a house without a blueprint. 

2) Style Tile 

3) Sketching isn't just for artists 

4) Let's dig into the details 
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You can't build a house without a blueprint. 

Planning . . . 

1) Allows you a 
test environment 

2) Becomes a 
time-saver 

3) Helps you get 
buy-in from your 
boss, colleagues, 
etc. 
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How do you plan for the design? 

1) Are Branding/Design Guidelines already 
established? 
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2) Create an inventory 
 

a) Dimensions of photos, final annual report 
 

b) fonts you'll use 
 

c) colors 

Five 4x6 photos Final annual report must be one-sided 

3) Style Tiles 

Type 

Colors 

Patterns 

Adjectives 
that 
describe the 
design style 
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Let's dig into the details 

1) Variety of font sizes: Friends of Chesapeake Gateways  

From Fort Bend Meals on Wheels 
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2) Consistency is Key 

3) Whitespace and Margins are your friends 

From Chapel Hill Meals on Wheels 
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4) A picture is worth a 1000 words 

Join Us for Advanced Nonprofit Annual Reports 
for Print & Web (May 27th) 

 
 

Specifically, we’ll delve into these 
advanced design issues: 

 
 Annual report covers: trends in 

graphic and magazine design-
what’s next? 

 
 How can you make your annual 

report work for your fundraising? 
 
 Getting more major donors 

through making financial 
transparency fun 
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Designing annual reports from a fundraising 
perspective  
 
How can an annual report help you fundraise? 
 
It provides: 
 
1) Donor recognition 
2) Stories from programs (helping donors insert 

themselves into your narrative) 
3) Programmatic Transparency 
4) Financial Transparency 
 

Donor recognition 

From Chapel Hill Meals on Wheels 
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Donor recognition 

     I see people like me! 
 
 

Donor recognition 

      Why I give 
section: 

 
 

From Fort Bend Meals on Wheels 
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Donor recognition 

I see people like me, plus 
why I give: 

 

Stories from Programs 
 
Helping donors insert themselves into your narrative  
 



5/20/2014 

19 

Stories from Programs 
 
The story of one person: 
 

Programmatic Transparency 

#1 reason major donors give: 
 
If the organization has a track record of 
producing measurable results.  
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Programmatic Transparency 

With infographics 

Programmatic Transparency 
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Financial Transparency 

Yawn! What's better than this common pie chart? 
 
 

From Chapel Hill Meals on Wheels  

Financial Transparency 
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Financial Transparency 

Financial Transparency 
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Financial Transparency 

What to include and what to leave out 

 
 
 Your annual report should include: 

 
 All donor & funder names 
 Pictures of donors & quotes 
 YOU-focused language 
 Financial snapshot 
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What to include and what to leave out 

 
 
 
 

Leave out: 
 
 Letter from the director 
 Letter from board chair 
 Long description of programs written 

in the third person, like a bad grant 
proposal 

 

Graphic design resources and inspiration 

 
 



5/20/2014 

25 

Graphic design resources and inspiration 

          Thinking with Type (book & website) 
 
 

     www.thinkingwithtype.com 

Graphic design resources and inspiration 

Canva (website) 
 
 
www.canva.com 
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Graphic design resources and inspiration 

Unsplash (website) 
 
www.unsplash.com 

Graphic design resources and inspiration 

Myfonts (website) 
 
 

www.myfonts.com 

FontSquirrel (website) 
 
www.fontsquirrel.com 
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Q&A with Mazarine Treyz 
 

 
Thank you for coming today!  
 

Let Mazarine know what you're 
working on: 503-206-9669 
info@wildwomanfundraising.com  

 
Join us on May 27th for our Advanced 
Annual Reports Webinar! 

 
 
 

Sign up to get more fundraising tips at 

http://wildwomanfundraising.com/free-stuff 

Upcoming Webinars 
May 27 - Advanced Non-Profit Annual Reports for Print and Web 

June 2 & 5 – Business Planning for Sustainability (Free, offered 
by the National Resource Council on Nutrition and Aging) 

June 10 – Multiple Options for Menu Planning 

Info at: https://www.mowaa.org/webinars 


