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Advanced Annual Reports 
for Print and Web 

The webinar will begin at 3:30 p.m. EDT 
 

    
Presenter: Mazarine Treyz 
Facilitator: Mike Preston 

 
 
 
 
 Presenter:  Mazarine Treyz, Author 

The Wild Woman's Guide to Fundraising 
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About the presenter 
Mazarine Treyz 
 
Has made some pretty good annual reports 
and some real stinkers and she will share 
with you what she's learned about making a 
good one! 
 
Author of the 5 star rated: Wild Woman's 
Guide to Fundraising, The Wild Woman's 
Guide to Social Media, and Get the Job! 
Your Fundraising Career Empowerment 
Guide 
 
Mazarine consults with nonprofits 

nationally and internationally to get better 
fundraising results. 

Poll Question 1 

Are you making a print and an online report? 
 
a) Just print 
 
b) Just online 
 
c) Both 
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What were some problems with last year's annual report? 
 
a) Not enough donations through it 
 
b) No one read it 
 
c) Bad design 
 
d) Other/I don't know 

Poll Question 2 

What You'll Learn Today 

 
Annual report covers: trends in graphic and magazine design-
what’s next? 
 
How can you make your annual report work for your fundraising?  
 
Getting more major donors through making financial transparency 
fun  
 
Helping donors see themselves in your story with your annual 
report     
 
Where should you put your online report? 
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MORE of What You'll Learn Today 

 
 Design essentials for your online annual report 
 
 Resources for creating snazzy pictures and infographics for your 

nonprofit 
 
 How to get testimonials for your annual report 
 
 How to get your annual report printed for cheap or free 

Making a better cover for your annual report 

 Paid vs. Free 
 Student designers 
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Annual report cover trends: 
Make it wide, not tall 

Annual report cover trends: 
Make it wide, not tall 
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Annual report cover trends:  
Organic Design Elements 

Annual report cover trends: 
Thermo-reactive ink 
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Annual report trends: 
Thermo-reactive ink 

Annual report trends: 
Skeuomorphism versus Flat Design 
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Annual report trends: 
Skeuomorphism versus Flat Design 

How can you make your annual report work for 
your fundraising? 

 
     List accomplishments, not activities 
     Stories about real people 
     The financials 
     Ample appreciation 
     Call to action 
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How can you make your annual report work for 
your fundraising? 

Giveback Donors 
 
 
 
 

How can you make your annual report work for 
your fundraising? 

Very Short Stories 
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How can you make your annual report work for 
your fundraising? 

Very Short Stories 
 
 
 
 

How can you make your annual report work for 
your fundraising? 

Leadership Donor  
& Volunteer  
Appreciation 
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How can you make your annual report work for 
your fundraising? 

Consider having a gratitude report instead 
of an annual report 
 
Organize your report around donors, like 
The New School in NYC 
 

Getting more major donors through making 
financial transparency fun 
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Getting more major donors through making 
financial transparency fun 

Helping donors see themselves in your story 
with your annual report (as volunteers) 
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Getting more major donors through making 
financial transparency fun 

Helping donors see themselves and who they 
help with your annual report 
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Helping donors see themselves in your story 
with your annual report 

Helping donors see themselves in your story 
with your annual report 
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Online versions of annual reports 

Let's go look at:  
http://www.charitywater.org/annual-report/11/financials/ 

Online versions of annual reports 

Look at: Calgary Zoo http://instagram.com/CalgaryZoo2012AR#  
 

Using Instagram 
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Online versions of annual reports 

Let's look at: Open Arms of Minnesota http://www.openarmsmn.org/aboutus/publications/scoopannualreport/  

http://www.flipsnack.com 

Online versions of annual reports 

Let's look at Kiva.org 
http://annualreport.kiva.org/press 
 

Customized website 
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Where should you put your online report?  

Things to Remember 
 Viewing websites on smart phones & tablets 

Mobile Usage Statistics 
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Where should you put your online report?  

Your website 
 As a PDF (use Libre Office 

to turn a doc into a pdf) 

Where should you put your online report?  

Your website 
 Content Management Systems   
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Where should you put your  
online report? 

Other Websites 
 Issuu  
 Zmags  
 

Where should you put your  
online report? 

Other Websites 
 Slideshare 
 Scribd 
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Design essentials for your annual report 

 Print vs. Web 
 File size considerations 
 

Design essentials for your annual report 

 Ideal fonts for web vs. ideal fonts for print 
 URL of annual report - do’s & don’ts  
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Design essentials for your annual report 

Fonts 
 serif vs. sans-serif  
 
 
 

Design essentials for your annual report 

Fonts 
 Create a feeling  
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Design essentials for your annual report 

How do you pick fonts for your report? 
 First determine what is it you want to communicate 
 Pick some adjectives for your non-profit 
 
 
 
 

What makes a good infographic for your nonprofit  

What is an infographic? 
A visual image such as a chart or diagram used to represent information or data. 
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What makes a good infographic? 

Good example of showing the impact of your programs:  
 
 
Use line charts to show time  

What makes a good infographic?  
 
No 3-D charts 
 
No more than 5 slices to a pie chart 
 
Extend bar charts to zero 
 
Order bar charts by size 
 
Direct labeling whenever possible 
 
Use 2-3 colors at most. 

What makes a good infographic? 
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Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  

Don't just throw data at people. Use it to help the reader clarify the story.  
 
 

Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  

 
Alternatives to using a design program to create a infographic:  
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Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  

 
Alternatives to using a design program to create a infographic:  
 
 

Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  

 
Data Resources 
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Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  
 
Photo Tips 
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/ 
 
 

Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  

 
Where 
to find 
free 
images: 
Google 
Search 
& Flickr 
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Resources for creating snazzy pictures 
and infographics for your nonprofit  
 
Where to find free images: 
 
 
 

Getting testimonials from corporations  
for your annual report  

 Gather from sponsorship surveys 
 Gather from followup after sponsorship report 
 Gather in meetings with board members 
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How to get your annual report printed for cheap or free 

 Ask corporation to sponsor your annual report in 
return for having their logo on the back cover 

 Ask your usual printer, as a loyal customer, if 
they could do 1 job for you pro bono 

How to get your annual report printed for cheap or free 

Don't just mail to everyone! 
 
Email it to everyone, and if they want a print copy, 
ask them to respond to the email with their request. 
    
 If you don't have their email, send them a postcard 
and ask them if they want one, if so, tell them to fill 
out their info on your website, at something simple 
like:  http://report.yournonprofit.org 
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How to get your annual report printed for cheap or free 

Ideas to make your annual report better 
Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County 

More donor centered language:   
 
-You have made this possible 
 
-Without your support we could 
never have... 
 
-You know that mission is urgent. 
 
-Active verbs, not passive. “our 
core strategies to achieve vision 
ARE simple”   
 
-Do a grade level readability test.  
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Ideas to make your annual report better 
Meals on Wheels Lamoille County 

Stats lack context. 
 
How much did need increase? 
From 2011? From 2012? 

You saw more seniors 
this year. Is this an 
increase in need? If so, 
the mission is urgent. 
 
Is this a decrease?  
If so, we're winning! 
Let's keep working until 
all seniors are off the 
waiting list! 

Ideas to make your annual report better 
Meals on Wheels Lamoille County 



5/27/2014 

31 

What are you planning on doing now that you've taken this 
webinar? 
 
a) Better graphics for the financials 
 
b) More stories of our donors and volunteers 
 
c) Making an online version/not mailing to everyone 
 
d) All of the above 
 
 

Poll Question 3 

Q&A  
 

Thank you for coming today!  
 
Let Mazarine know what you're working 

on:  
512-763-5161 
info@wildwomanfundraising.com 

 
 
If you would like more annual report 

advice, check out 
http://wildwomanfundraising.com 
 
 
 

mailto:info@wildwomanfundraising.com
mailto:info@wildwomanfundraising.com
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Upcoming Webinars 
 

June 3 & 5 – Business Planning to Survive in Uncertain 
Times, a free two-part webinar from the National Resource 
Center on Nutrition and Aging 

June 10 – Multiple Options for Menu Planning 

Info at: https://www.mowaa.org/webinars 


