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OVC Helps Local Programs Focus
on Senior Victims of Identity Theft MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Welcome to our first edition of OVC
News & Program Updates for 2012,
a year that is certain fo bring new
challenges to all of us who serve vic-
tims of crime. In this issue we focus on
elder abuse, a complex crime that can
be extremely difficult to recognize and
resolve, especially as abusers may be

loved ones. Nevertheless, it is critical
that we learn to respond effectively to
this crime because the U.S. population is “graying” at a
rapid rate: the U.S. Census Bureau projects that 62 mil-
lion Americans will be age 65 or older by 2025.

This issue features a broad array of information to

provide insight info elder abuse issues and guide readers
toward a more effective response, from policymaking to
promising practices. We profile state- and county-based

“Older people are often fearful of stepping forward when they discover they have been coalitions designed to address the specific needs of older
victimized because of the fear of being labeled incompefent. Through the coalition we hope to victims of identity theft, domestic violence, and ofher
de-stigmatize victimization so that older adults can get the help they deserve to recover what
has been taken from them.”

crimes. We also highlight a national clearinghouse for
training and resources, as well as OVC's latest tools for
informing and educating service providers, advocates,

— Carlos ROdfigUGZ, retired New York Assistant A’n‘orney General and other professionals about the care and protection
and Finger Lakes Identity Theft Coalition chair needed by this population.
The urgent need for action on this issue is underscored
or criminals, identity theft is a high-yield, low-risk crime. This is particularly by our “Victims' Voices” feature, which recounts actor
true when the victims are older individuals (seniors) who have retired Mickey Rooney's experience of abuse. His story demon-

from the workplace and are, therefore, living on a fixed income. Without strates that there are no guarantees against this cruel but

future employment earnings to pay off debt and meet daily needs, many senior increasingly common violation of irust against some of the

- . e . . most vulnerable members of our communities.
victims face a grim recovery from victimization and can be particularly in need
of assistance. —Joye Frost, Acting Director

Office for Victims of Crime
It's a need that OVC recognized and began working fo fill some time ago. Its

efforts led to the National Identity Theft Victims Assistance Network Project,
which began providing techni-
cal assistance and support to

m‘ IDENTETYTI—E:TUII:TIMS new coalitions dedicated fo BEE SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST

expanding and improving ser- Mr. Mickey Rooney Fights To Regain

vices to older victims of identity Quality Of Life oo 2
theft in October 201 1. The project is the result of a cooperative agreement

between OVC and the Maryland Crime Victims’ Resource Center, Inc. Its goal is Research to Practice: Elder Abuse .................. 4

Domestic Violence Does Not Respect Age........ 5
CONTINUED ON PG. 2

Workgroup Seeks Justice and Services for
Updated almost daily, OVC.gov provides quick and easy access to many resources California’s Older Citizens ..., 9

that help fo enhance victim services around the Nation. Tour the OVC Web site now!
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OVC Helps « conTiNuED FROM PG. 1

Identity Theft Coalition, the Idaho Statewide Identity Theft Coali-
tion, and the Wisconsin Identity Theft Network. For more infor-

to improve the outreach and capacity of victim service programs to
better address the rights and needs of identity theft victims nation-
wide. mation, please e-mail Merry O'Brien, Project Director, or find us

online at identitytheftnetwork.org. See page 10 for each coalition’s

The project is supporting 10 coalitions, with 4 particularly focused on ) )
: i ; contact information.
addressing the needs and rights of older Americans who may fall prey

to identity theft: the Arizona Identity Theft Network, the Finger Lakes

“My hope is that our coalition will be of great benefit to Idaho seniors by increasing service providers” understanding of the needs of victims and then addressing
those needs to prevent re-victimization and minimize continuing damage to the seniors’ financial stability, emotional welFbeing, and physical health. By developing
best practices for our community to tackle the various financial and legal problems resulting from identity theft, our coalition hopes to help senior identity theft victims
feel empowered. ”

— Sunrise Ayers, Coordinator, Idaho Statewide Identity Theft Coalition

CONTINUED ON PG. 10

2

Victims’ Voices

Mr. Mickey Rooney Fights to Regain Quality of Life

ickey Rooney is a Hollywood

legend whose illustrious career

has spanned over nine de-
cades. From his start in vaudeville as a tod-
dler, Mr. Rooney has appeared in hundreds
of films and on television and Broadway.
He is still in demand for personal appear-
ances and entferfainment.

At age 91, Mr. Rooney remains mentally
competent and physically able. Like many
actors, Mr. Rooney has always relied on
others to manage the business and financial
aspects of his career. During the past
decade, Mr. Rooney placed his confidence
in his stepson Mr. Chris Aber, based on
their family relationship and his initial trust
and faith in him. Assuming the role of Mr.
Rooney’s agent in most, if not all, aspects of
his life, Mr. Aber is alleged to have main-
tained a confidential fiduciary relationship
with him.

Mr. Rooney, in a petition filed in the Cali-
fornia state court, has accused Mr. Aber
of naming himself as account owner and
signatory on all Mr. Rooney’s accounts.

e OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME

The petition accuses Mr.
Aber of regularly sign-
ing checks payable to
himself for his personal
expenses and fransferring
Mr. Rooney’s income to
personal accounts held by
himself and his wife Ms.
Christina Aber. Allegedly,
unknown fo Mr. Rooney,
the couple arranged for
ATM and credit cards

for their use. In addition,
Mr. Aber is accused of
establishing a post office
box under his exclusive
control and arranging for
Mr. Rooney’s mail to be
diverted there, thus prevent-
ing him from receiving his
mail and being apprised of
his finances.

Mr. Aber is further accused of failing to
properly pay Mr. Rooney’s bills and taxes,
resulting in exorbitant credit card fees
and interest rates, foreclosure notices, and

damaged credit. The petition alleges
that, in a unique position of trust, Mr.
Aber exploited Mr. Rooney's celebrity to
fund an opulent lifestyle for himself and

his family —at Mr. Rooney's expense.
Mr. Aber is accused of scheduling the

CONTINUED ON PG. 3
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enterfainer’s personal appearances and
acting engagements, controlling negotia-
tions and contract terms, and committing
Mr. Rooney to appearances he would

| know what many of you must be
thinking. How could this happen
to Mickey Rooney? Yet, as many
of you know, elder abuse has no
bounds. Rich or poor, famous,
weak or strong; if there is some-

have refused, had he been consulted.
Declining an appearance was not an op-
tion, as Mr. Rooney alleges that he was

thing to be gained by people with
a selfish agenda, they will attempt
to strip you of any dignity and
your rights.

forced to honor these contracts.

Mr. Rooney'’s petition indicates that

when he attempted to take control over
his own affairs, he met with resistance
and intimidation. Ordering one's gro- —Mickey Rooney
ceries is a simple matter for most peo-

ple. Mr. Rooney contends that Mr. Aber

had conditioned him to accept grocer-
ies delivered only by himself or his wife, Mr. Rooney testified before the Senate
once every 3 or 4 weeks, sometimes Special Committee on Aging in March
2011. His archived webcast and
written testimony are available on the

Committee’s Web site.

with the groceries being dumped on his
front lawn. In one instance, while Mr.
Aber was on vacation, Mr. Rooney said
that he was running low on food and
contacted a nearby grocery store to es-

Note: The contents of this article are
primarily derived from and summa-
rize the Petition for Breach of Fiduciary
Duties, Elder Abuse, and Fraud filed
in the Superior Court of the State of

tablish an account for grocery delivery. discovered this, he instructed the store to
According to Mr. Rooney, when Mr. Aber cancel the account and discontinue com-
munications with Mr. Rooney.

Seeing no other alternative, Mr. California (Case No. BP 126970), on

Rooney voluntarily sought to have a behalf of Mr. Rooney, and prepared
In my situation, the abuse involved family conservator appointed to oversee the remarks delivered by Mr. Rooney at a
members. | was torn because | knew that protection of himself and his estate symposium on elder abuse.

from fraud and undue influence. By
the time the court appointed a con-
servator, Mr. Rooney owned a single

if | spoke up it would create a great deal
of turmoil for my family. Some family
members would deny that we were any-
thing but one big, happy family in public.
Others would be outraged. And still oth-
ers would seek retribution.

pair of shoes, was missing all of his .
personal identification and medical I woke up each day to a chain of

insurance cards, and had no access events that both saddened and fright-
to any of his own funds. ened me. | could not believe what

Attorneys for Mr. Rooney and his had become of my life. Since | have

spoken out about the abuse | have
silently endured, my life has changed
tremendously.

conservator, Michael R. Augustine,

Eventually | did speak up. I did it
because | could no longer live with
the pain of the abuse. | want fo put a i Sy ey (e e, Reiey end) [ iy Rz
spotlight on the problem and let those hemz, sy beve ol sotiions far
abusers know they are no longer breach of fiduciary duty, elder abuse,
going undetected. fraud, action to compel account-
ing, misappropriation of name and
likeness, and violation of civil code
section 3344 against both Mr. Aber
and Ms. Aber, and two non-relatives.

successfully filed for a restraining
order against Mr. Aber, requiring him

—Mickey Rooney
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Research to Practice: Elder Abuse

By: Debra Whitcomb, Visiting Fellow, Office for Victims of Crime

What we know about elder abuse lags some 40 years behind child abuse and 20 years behind domestic violence. We don't know why it occurs,

how often it occurs among several populations, how much it costs, what practices and programs are most effective in addressing it, what the rela-

tionships are among its various forms, or how to detect and prevent it. We don’t even know how to define what a successful intervention looks like.

hese are the words of Marie-Therese (MT) Connolly in her recent
testimony before the Senate Special Committee on Aging. Con-

nolly, a 2011 recipient of the prestigious MacArthur Foundation
“genius” grant, is perhaps the Nation’s most visible advocate for older
crime victims. She uses her “bully pulpit” to great advantage, relying

heavily on research results that emphasize the need for increased at-

tention on elder abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation.

Courtesy the John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.

In 1999, as Director of the Department of Justice’s Elder Justice and
Nursing Home Initiative, MT worked with OVC to support several
grants aimed at enhancing services for older victims. Today, as
Director of Life Long Justice at Appleseed and a Senior Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center, MT remains involved in federal
legislation —most notably, helping to write the Elder
Justice Act, which was passed by Congress in 2010.

Following Connolly’s lead, you can use research in
your presentations to policymakers and the general
public in your own communities to underscore how
many older people become victims of abuse, neglect,
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and financial exploitation and to identify the projected costs of this
abuse to individuals and society. Although research in this area is
admittedly sparse, resourceful advocates can benefit from the available
knowledge in many ways. Two notable examples of this advocacy are
Candace Heisler and Bonnie Brandl.

Heisler is a former prosecutor who now trains multidisciplinary profes-
sionals on topics relating to victims who are older or disabled. She
relies heavily on research to explain that
the physical appearance of bruises is not
helpful in estimating the timing of injuries or
that brain function in older victims may slow
down but this does not necessarily diminish
their reliability. She cites research support-
ing the value of multidisciplinary teams in
elder abuse cases and support groups for
helping victims heal. For more information
about sexual abuse in later life, Heisler
recommends the National Sexual Violence

Resource Center, and for assistance with
relevant medical and forensic research, she

suggests the Center of Excellence on Elder
Abuse and Neglect at the University of

Cadlifornia=Irvine.

Brandl, Director of the National Clearing-
house on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL),
points to the value of using research to

inform our approach to elder abuse cases.
For instance, thanks to ongoing research,
“caregiver stress” is no longer recognized
as a primary factor contributing to elder
abuse; instead, the “power and control”
paradigm has taken its place, leading to
significant shifts in infervention strategies.

Even research findings that offer nothing
new fo experienced victim advocates are helpful because they validate
the work that both advocates and researchers have been doing. After
all, researchers need input from the field to ensure that their studies will
add value to the work advocates do. Share your good ideas.

Researchers want to hear from you! What questions are

most important to your work2 E-mail Debra Whitcomb to
share your ideas.



http://appleseednetwork.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=hei0F5PqFyQ%3d&tabid=594
http://appleseednetwork.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=hei0F5PqFyQ%3d&tabid=594
http://appleseednetwork.org/
http://www.nsvrc.org
http://www.nsvrc.org
http://www.centeronelderabuse.org
http://www.centeronelderabuse.org
http://www.centeronelderabuse.org
http://www.ncall.us
http://www.ncall.us
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Domestic Violence Does Not Respect Age

By: Alice Ghareib, Area Agency on Aging, Region One

e as a society do not want to

believe that late-life domestic

violence and elder abuse
exist. The sad truth is that older people
are being victimized in their own homes
every day. In Maricopa County, Arizona,
for example, there are more than 4,000
adult abuse and neglect reports each year.
It is estimated that 10 times that number
of victims exist but most are too afraid or
ashamed to seek help.

The DOVES® program was designed to serve
this population—victims of late-life domestic
violence and elder abuse—in Maricopa
County. Developed by the Area Agency on
Aging, Region One, it is the first program of
its kind in Arizona and possibly in the United
States. The program reaches out to victims
through education, support groups, emergen-
cy housing, transitional housing, and inferim
housing. Older victims of abuse have specific
and unique needs that are not addressed by
traditional domestic violence programs and
shelters that focus on younger women with
children. Although DOVES is open to both
women and men, it is women who have the
most difficulty finding protection and leaving
their abusers. Women frequently have —

* No access to or control of resources, such
as cash, or a bank account.

¢ Never worked outside the home (often
were not allowed to).

e Few marketable job skills.

Save the Date in

2012

* No Social Security benefits.

* No car, cab fare, or other transportation
options.

* Very little community or family support.

* Low self-esteem resulting from years of
verbal and/or physical intimidation.

e Cultural and religious obstacles to divorce.

s

DOVES offers support groups to help older
victims of abuse find friendship and hope
and begin to overcome the isolation that

is a hallmark of abuse. The program also
partners with nursing homes and assisted
living facilities in the community to provide
victims with free emergency housing for up
to 2 weeks. Unfortunately, 2 weeks is not
long enough to change a lifetime marked by
abuse, no matter how short that lifetime may
be or how young the victim. At the end of
the 2 weeks, many women (and some men)
return to their abusers because they have no
other place to go.

o

Werldise

June 15

In 2003, the DOVES program addressed
this problem by expanding its resources

to include transitional housing for up to 2
years in a 17-unit apartment complex. Hous-
ing is not these victims' only need, however.
Many residents leave their homes in crisis
and arrive at DOVES with few or no personal
belongings, so DOVES provides not only a
safe haven, but also food, clothing, personal
care items, counseling, and referrals to any
other services residents may need.

DOVES staff members provide intensive
one-on-one case management and support
services to help older victims through this
difficult time and put them on a path toward
a fresh start in life. The program also offers
interim housing for DOVES clients who are
ready to live on their own but are waiting for
affordable housing or to complete school or
a training program that will enable them to
find employment and become self-sufficient.

The DOVES program receives support
from charitable trusts, foundations, busi-
nesses, organizations, and individuals
through grant funding and cash and
in-kind donations. For more informa-
tion about DOVES or other services and
programs offered by the Area Agency
on Aging, visit www.dovesprogram.org
or call our 24-hour Senior HELP LINE at
602-264-HELP (264-4357) or toll free at
888-783-7500.

AREA AGENCY ON AGING

REGION ONE, INCORPORATED
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CrimeSolutions.gov Launched To Inform Practitioners

and Policymakers

launched www.crimesolutions.gov last year. This new Web

_|_ he Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs (OJP)

site is a central, credible resource for informing practitioners
and policymakers about what works in justice-related programs and
practices, including crime victim services. It includes information on
more than 150 justice-related programs and assigns “evidence rat-
ings” —effective, promising, or no effects—to indicate whether there
is evidence from research that a program achieves its goals. Approxi-

mately 45 of these programs are evaluated on the Victims & Victimiza-

tion page, which focuses on victims, victimization, crisis intervention/
response, health, and mental health.

The Web site's purpose is to assist in practical decisionmaking and
program implementation by gathering information on specific justice-
related programs and reviewing the existing evaluation research
against standard criteria. It is a tool for understanding and accessing
scientific evidence about programs, and integrating that evidence into
programmatic and policy decisions.

“We all have tight budgets today,” explained Laurie O. Robinson,
Assistant Attorney General. “CrimeSolutions.gov helps us take a ‘smart
on crime’ approach that relies on data-driven, evidence-based analysis
to identify and replicate justice-related programs that have shown real

P s e e

S -

B

The new Web site is part of the Evidence Integration Initiative (E2I)
launched by Assistant Attorney General Robinson in 2009. The Initia-
tive has three goals: improving the quantity and quality of evidence
that OJP generates; integrating evidence into program, practice, and
policy decisions within OJP and the field; and improving the translation
of evidence into practice.

Click here for more information about how to use the information

provided on CrimeSolutions.gov or here for FAQs.

results in preventing and reducing crime and serving crime victims.”

NCALL Challenges, Changes Beliefs About Older Victims of Abuse

Ider victims of domestic violence,
sexual assault, and stalking are
often a hidden population in

communities throughout the United States.
One organization that works every day

to improve victim sofery, increase abuser
accountability, expand the community’s re-

6 e OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME

sponse, and ultimately, put an end to abuse
in later life is the National Clearinghouse on
Abuse in Later Life (NCALL).

In 1999, the Wisconsin Coalition Against
Domestic Violence created NCALL with fund-
ing from the Department of Justice’s Office

on Violence Against Women. Since 2002,
NCALL has provided this office with technical
assistance for its “Enhanced Training and Ser-
vices fo End Violence Against and Abuse of
Women Later in Life Program.” Today, NCALL
is a nationally recognized leader on program
development, policy, technical assistance,
and fraining that addresses the nexus be-
tween domestic violence and sexual assault
and elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

Through its advocacy and education, NCALL
strives to challenge and change the beliefs,
policies, practices, and systems that allow
abuse fo occur and continue. It also works to
improve victim safety by increasing both the

quality and availability of victim services and
support, especially for older victims, where
the need is less recognized by society.

NCALL staff and consultants have trained
thousands of professionals throughout the
country; written six national model train-

ing curricula; been published in numerous
journals; and created a variety of interactive
exercises, toolkits, and other materials on
abuse in later life. NCALL's target audiences
include domestic violence and sexual abuse
advocates, aging network workers, justice
professionals, faith community leaders, and
social workers, among others.

For more information, contact NCALL staff at—

National Clearinghouse on Abuse in

Later Life

307 S. Paterson Street, Suite #1
Madison, WI 53703-3517
608-255-0539
608-255-3560 (Fax/TTY)


http://www.crimesolutions.gov
http://www.crimesolutions.gov/TopicDetails.aspx?ID=8
http://www.crimesolutions.gov/TopicDetails.aspx?ID=8
http://www.crimesolutions.gov/FAQDetails.aspx?ID=4
http://www.crimesolutions.gov/faqs.aspx
http://www.ncall.us
http://www.ncall.us

2012 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
Resource Guide Released

IX TP wyyy

VISION

can customize by adding your
tional Center for Victims of Crime, is pleased to announce the agency's information—all
availability of the 2012 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
Resource Guide. The 2012 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
(NCVRW) theme—Extending the Vision: Reaching Every Victim—calls

on us fo revisit, revive, and expand the vision that inspired the crime

_|_ he Office for Victims of Crime, in partnership with the Na-

to assist you in advertising
your NCVRW events and
making them memorable. In

addition, you will find three

victims’ movement and the progress we celebrate each year. customizable public aware-

. . . ness posters, in English and
The theme is woven throughout the Resource Guide's wide array of P 9

. . . Spanish, and in black and
user-friendly outreach and awareness tools. Looking for current statis-

white and color. And many of this year’s other

tics on victimization, or for information on the history of victims’ rights ] 7 )
products are available online in Spanish as well.

in the United States? Want to learn some great tips for working with
the media, or discover new ideas for public events to help raise aware- ~ We hope you find the NCVRW Resource Guide and its tools useful as
you plan your own events during NCVRW, April 22-28, 2012. The

entire Guide can be downloaded for free.

ness of crime victims’ rights and issues within your community2 The
2012 NCVRW Resource Guide gives you this information and more!

This year’s guide includes a variety of camera-ready artwork branded
Included in the Resource Guide are facts about

elder victimization.

with this year’s NCVRW theme image. You will find buttons and mag-
nets to help you advertise your NCVRW events and bookmarks, name
tags, table cards, letterhead, and a certificate of appreciation that you

New York City Observes National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

campaign was made pos- r
i i -

Victims' Rights Week 2011, the New York sible by the support of the
.'u

City Mayor’s Office hosted the launch of
part of the “Let's Call An End To Human Traf .
ficking” multimedia crime awareness initiative Bamber Foundation, Estée -

Lauder, and in-kind support
from Grey New York
The New York City Family

Justice Center Initiative of ' !
the Mayor's Office to L,
Vi 1, -, _

Combat Domestic Violence
L

|_ost year, in observance of National Crime

Somaly Mam Foundation,
Emma Thompson, the Helen

at the Bronx Family Justice Center. Among the
guests were the Honorable Corinne Dettmeijer-
Vermeulen, Dutch National Rapporteur on
Trafficking in Human Beings, and Dr. Michael
Korzinkski, Cofounding Director of the Helen
Bamber Foundation. They honored survi-

vors of the crime to “reshape the future” by

reduces barriers faced by
victims of domestic violence

From left: Dr. Michael Korzinski, Cofounding Director of the Helen
Bamber Foundation; Norma Abbene, Deputy Counsel to Mayor
Bloomberg; Carol Robles-Roman, Deputy Mayor and Counsel to Mayor
Bloomberg; the Hon. Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, Dutch National
Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings; Yolanda Jimenez, Commis-
sioner, Mayor's Office to Combat Domestic Violence; Rachelle Abra-
hami, Executive Director of the New York City Family Justice Center.

promoting victims' rights, and recognized the

community partners who tirelessly advocate and human trafficking by

on each victim’s behalf. giving clients access to pros-

The initiative involved a video public service ecutors, trained counselors,

announcement (PSA) narrated by Emma legal assistance, and supervi-

sion for their children in one

Thompson. The PSA has aired on Time War-
ner Cable, CNN, NY 1, CUNY TV, NYC TV,
and in taxis around New York City. It remains
on the city’s anti-human trafficking Web site
in English, Mandarin Chinese, Russian, and
Spanish. Outreach also included ads in print

media, including ethnic newspapers and
palm cards in six languages that continue
to be distributed throughout the city. The

location—all in the language

that the client is most comfortable speaking—
making it the perfect venue for honoring crime
victims' rights.

Community partners included the Codlition
Against Trafficking in Women-International;
Cultural Infinity; Crime Victims Treatment
Center; Davis Wright Tremaine LLP; Downstate

Coalition for Crime Victims; ECPAT Interna-
tional; Equality Now; Fuel | we power change;
GEMS; inMotion; My Sister’s Place; New York
Asian Women's Center; National Asian Pacific
American Women's Forum; National Organi-
zation for Women NYC; NYC Alliance Against
Sexual Assault; NYU Graphic Communications
Management and Technology Program; Safe
Horizon; and Sanctuary for Families.
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Pueblo of Jemez Launch Elder Abuse Initiative

n FY 2010, the Office for Victims of

Crime (OVC), U.S. Department of

Justice, awarded the Pueblo of Jemez a
grant to implement the Community Outreach
and Victim Assistance Services to Address
Elder Abuse Initiative. This 2-year project
will work to improve community outreach
and delivery of services to abused older
people by (1) developing an elder code
and improving prosecution; (2) employing
Pueblo-based approaches, values, and
beliefs regarding the care and treatment of
older individuals; (3) working on conflict
resolution; (4) developing elder advocacy
services; (5) expanding community educa-
tion about and awareness of elder abuse;
and (6) creating partnerships to assist with
delivering services, developing policies, and
supporting older tribal members overall.

A collaborative effort between the Pueblo of
Jemez Social Services Program and Senior
Citizen Program, the program managers for
each will work together to implement and
oversee the project. Contributing partners

also include the Jemez Tribal Court,
Law Enforcement, Behavioral Health,
Jemez Clinic, and traditionally ap-
pointed officials such as a member of
the Governor's staff, the Traditional
Sheriff, and community elders.

The Elder Abuse Advisory Committee,
which is composed of 10 partners
and 16 members, held 4 meetings to
further define project activities relating
to the committee’s code development.
Specific activities included research-
ing the existing codes of other New
Mexico Pueblos and tribes from other
parts of Indian Country. Through this,
the committee obtained 16 codes,
which its members reviewed and used
to discuss which codes they would
include and modify for the tribe’s new Jemez

Elder Code.

To date, the program is progressing as the
tribe continues to receive support from the
newly appointed tribal leadership—Gover-

PUEBLOf JEMEZ

nor Michael Toledo, First Lieutenant George
Shendo, and Second Lieutenant William
Wagquie.

For additional information, please e-mail
Tanya Miller, OVC Victim Justice Program
Specialist.

You Too Can Be an OVC Fellow: Apply Today!

ment Fellowship Program seeks applicants for activities related

—|_ he OVC FY 2012 Victim Assistance Professional Develop-

to financial fraud and abuse, with a focus on elder financial

exploitation and the relationship

that will build the capacity of organizations and service providers to
assist victims of these crimes.

The award amount is up to $135,000, depending on professional

experience, salary history, and

between financial abuse and

other types of victimization. -

The successful candidate will
work onsite at OVC in Wash-
ington, D.C. This person must

be knowledgeable about finan-
cial fraud and abuse and elder
financial exploitation by both
family members and individu-
als who have gained the older
person’s frust. The candidate
will need to be able to address
financial abuse, including
identity theft, and its connection

to other types of victimization,
such as domestic violence and

child abuse. The individual selected for this fellowship also will support
OVC'’s work with discretionary grantees to develop evidence-based
training, technical assistance, and models for programs and practices
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proposed travel costs. No more
than $95,000 can be allocated
for salary. OVC fellowships are
initially awarded for 12 months,
after which they may be
continved in 12-month periods
for up to 3 years, contingent

on funding and the grantee’s

performance.

The complete solicitation and
instructions on how to apply
for OVC’s FY 2012 Victim As-
sistance Professional Develop-
ment Fellowship Program are

posted on www.grants.gov. The
application deadline is May 1,

2012. If you have questions, contact Meg Morrow, Attorney Advisor,
by phone at 202-307-5983 or by e-mail.


mailto:Tanya.Miller4@usdoj.gov
http://www.grants.gov
mailto:Meg.Morrow@usdoj.gov

Workgroup Seeks Justice and Services for California’s
Older Citizens

By: Lisa Nerenberg MSW, MPH , Chair, California Elder Justice Workgroup Author,

Elder Abuse Prevention: Emerging Trends and Promising Strategies

ven with the historic passage of the
Elder Justice Act in 2010, the elder
justice movement has much fo ac-
complish. Stakeholders can play a prominent
role in promoting programs and services for
older Americans by creating and participat-
ing in statewide elder justice coalitions. The
California Elder Justice Workgroup (CEIW) is
one such example.

CEJW was launched by representatives of
elder abuse programs that were part of the
Archstone Foundation’s Elder Abuse and

Neglect Initiative, an $8 million, 5-year

program that supported 18 projects across
California. The group met monthly to discuss
challenges to its work that required systems
advocacy and policy reform. For example,
personnel in programs funded to conduct
statewide training on the mandatory elder
and dependent adult abuse reporting law
discovered widespread discrepancies in how
counties inferprefed the law and responded
to reports of neglect or abuse. Ensuring a
uniform response clearly required state-level
action.

The group solicited input from others

within and beyond California, gathering
momentum as well as a sizeable inventory
of additional challenges, recommenda-
tions, and promising practices. Their efforts
culminated in a statewide summit in April
2010, during which 92 professionals from
various disciplines reviewed, discussed, and
expanded upon the group’s findings. The
summit proceedings, an environmental scan
of policy reports and recommendations, and
additional discussions with professional as-
sociations and advocacy groups formed the

basis of the guide Improv-
ing California’s Response
to Elder Abuse, Neglect,

and Exploitation: A Blueprint,
which is available at Improving

California’s Response.

The blueprint outlines 12 distinct
needs in the following areas:

® Exchange among criminal, probate,
family law, behavioral, and other
courts that serve victims of elder abuse
to identify common needs and inferests.
Specific topics include unmet needs for

forensics research and experts, the benefits

and costs of “elder courts,” and the need
for improved access to legal aid, advo-
cacy, and court services by older adults.

* Improved service response to victims of
elder financial crimes and exploitation,
including mental health services to address
the trauma of catastrophic financial losses,
assistance with restitution recovery, and
advocacy with creditors to mitigate abuse-
related problems.

e Collaboration with providers of long-term
services and supports to preserve the
‘safety net,” build in added safeguards
such as assistance to older consumers in
screening and hiring personal care atten-
dants, develop risk assessment strategies,
and expand the workforce that provides
long-ferm services and supports by advo-
cating for improved wages, training, and
screening.

The blueprint has been widely disseminated
as a model for local communities and states.
Members of CEJW'’s Steering Committee

have presented testimony at state hearings;
represented the elder abuse network on the
Smart on Crime Work Group on Victims’

Rights, sponsored by California Attorney
General Kamala Harris; and helped state
advocacy groups and legislative staff to
develop proposals. Last summer, WISE &
Healthy Aging in Los Angeles became
CEJW's fiscal agent and partner. Future
plans include launching a statewide mem-
bership organization to implement CEJW'’s
blueprint and respond to the emerging
needs of the field.

If you are interested in getting involved or
receiving monthly news and updates from
CEJW, visit the WISE & Healthy Aging Web

site.
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Arizona Identity Theft Network (AITN)

Arizona Attorney General’s Office

Amy Bocks

Finger Lakes (NY) Identity Theft Coalition

Lifespan of Greater Rochester

Paul Cassamise

Idaho Statewide Identity Theft Coalition (ISITC)

Idaho Legal Aid Services (ILAS)

Sunrise Ayers

Wisconsin Identity Theft Network (WITN)

Codalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups

ohn Hendrick

Resources for Responding to Elder Mistreatment

DVDs

In Their Own Words: Domestic Abuse in Later Life, a DVD-guidebook
package, uses the voices of victims to demonstrate that age offers
no protection from abuse, including the story of
a 96-year-old grandmother who experienced
longtime abuse by family members and ulti-
mately survived a brutal sexual assault by her
grandson. These compelling personal stories
are complemented by interviews with victim
service providers and criminal justice profes-
sionals. The training is intended to facilitate
dialogue about the dynamics of abuse, barriers for victims trying to
leave an abusive relationship, and effective responses by service
providers.
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Responding to Elder Abuse, featuring three
DVDs that may be ordered separately or all
together, is targeted to meeting the needs of
specific audiences. Each video focuses on one
target audience, including judges and court
personnel, law enforcement officers, and com-
munity corrections professionals.

ITrainings

Nursing Response to Elder Mistreatment Curriculum

Developed by the International Association of Forensic Nurses and
funded by OVC, this curriculum helps nurses acquire the knowledge

CONTINUED ON PG. 11


http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/notices/InTheirOwnWords/index.html
http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/notices/elder-abuse/index.html
http://www.iafn.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=459
identitytheftnetwork.org/network-of-coalitions/arizona-attorney-generals-office
mailto:amy.bocks%40azag.org?subject=
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mailto:pcaccamise%40lifespan-roch.org?subject=
identitytheftnetwork.org/network-of-coalitions/idaho-legal-aid-services
mailto:sunriseayers%40idaholelalaid.org?subject=
identitytheftnetwork.org/network-of-coalitions/coalition-of-wisconsin
mailto:johnhendrick%40cwag.org?subject=

Resources

and skills they need to respond appropriately

to elder mistreatment, and it is available at
no cost. Downloadable materials include in-

structors” manuals, PowerPoint presentations,

and participant materials for each module.

Identity Theft Victim Assistance Online
Training: Supporting Victims’ Financial and

Emotional Recovery

Identity Theft Victim Assistance Online Train-
ing: Supporting Victims’ Financial and Emo-

tional Recovery is a userfriendly e-learning

tool that will teach victim service profession-

als and allied professionals the knowledge

and skills they need to more effectively serve

victims of identity theft and to assist with
their financial and emotional recovery.

Supporting Crime Victims with Disabilities

Collaboration between professionals in the vic-

tim services and disabilities fields means better
services and sfronger support for crime victims
who have disabilities. This 3-day training is for
victim service providers, advocates for people
with disabilities, selfadvocates, and dllied pro-
fessionals. Using case studies and small group

discussions, you will examine the prevalence of

crime against people with disabilities, percep-
tions of the criminal justice system, fenets of the

disabilities movement, and the impact of disabili-
ties on daily life. Through collaborative activities

you will identify ways the various agencies,

organizations, and systems can work together to

better serve crime victims with disabilities.

Click here for additional OVC and OVC-
sponsored publications on elder abuse and

victimization, and here for more resources on

older victims.

CONTINUED FROM PG.10

Research and additional publications about
elder abuse are also available on the Na-
tional Institute of Justice’s Web site.

In addition, the National Center on Elder

Abuse at the U.S. Administration on Aging,
Department of Health and Human Services, is
another national resource center dedicated to

preventing elder mistreatment.

Other Publications

Sexual Violence in Later Life

This technical assistance guide for advocates
was published by the National Sexual Violence
Resource Center with funding from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. The guide
thoroughly investigates the complexity of the
topic and includes information on signs and
symptoms, special issues facing older victims,
and primary prevention techniques.

Study Finds That School-Level Interventions

Reduce Dating Violence

According to Shifting Boundaries: Final Report
on an Experimental Evaluation of a Youth Dat
ing Violence Prevention Program in New York
City Middle Schools, school-level interventions
reduced dating violence among middle school
students by up to 50 percent in 30 New York
City public schools. The combination of the
classroom and schoolevel intervention alone
led to a 32- to 47-percent reduction in sexual
violence victimization and perpetration through
at least 6 months after the intervention. Students
receiving the schoolHevel intervention were more
likely to say that they would intervene as a by-
stander 6 months after the intervention as well.

ABOUT THE OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME

The Office for Victims of Crime is one of six components within the Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of

Justice.

Led by Acting Director Joye E. Frost, OVC is committed to enhancing the Nation’s capacity to assist crime victims
and to providing leadership in changing attitudes, policies, and practices to promote justice and healing for all

victims of crime.

Established in 1988 through an amendment to the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, OVC is charged by Congress
with administering the Crime Victims Fund. Through OVC, the Fund supports a broad array of programs and
services that focus on helping victims in the immediate aftermath of crime and continuing to support them as they
rebuild their lives. Millions of dollars are invested annually in victim compensation and assistance in every U.S.
state and ferritory, as well as for training, technical assistance, and other capacity-building programs designed to
enhance service providers’ ability to support victims of crime in communities across the Nation.

For more information, visit www.ovec.gov.

BN STAY TUNED . . .

In the upcoming issue of OVC News &
Program Updates you'll learn—

* About resources for assisting male survi-
vors of sexual violence.

¢ About unique characteristics of victim
services in the military.

® How you can tap into the “Show Me
Love” public awareness campaign.

National Intimate Partner and Sexual Vio-

lence Survey
A new Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention report cites that, on average,

24 people per minute are victims of rape,
physical violence, or stalking by an intimate
partner in the United States. Findings from
the National Intimate Partner and Sexual
Violence Survey 2010 Summary Report also
show that about 35 percent of women who
were raped as minors were also raped as
adults compared to 14 percent of women
without an early rape history.

Office for Victims of Crime
Office of Justice Programs
U.S. Department of Justice
810 Seventh Street NW.
Washington, DC 20531
Phone: 202-307-5983
Fax: 202-514-6383
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